X. CHILDREN

CHILDREN AT WORK

In his delightful Boys' Country Book Howett describes
his first sight of a coal mine. It was at night.
1As I rode over a hill I suddenly perceived before me,
in every direction, strange lights, that only seemed to
make the darkness deeper. Melancholy sounds, as of
groans and sighings, and wild lamentings, came upon
my ear, and fell awfully upon my heart* I could perceive
by the fires that blazed here and there in a hundred
places, that a wild landscape was before me; and Bur-
man, the young man I have mentioned, told me it was
full of coal-pits 5 that these fires were burning by them;
and that the sounds I heard were the sounds of the
machinery by which the coal was drawn up, and of the
steam-engines by which the pits were cleared of water.
As we went on we soon approached one of the coal-pits,
and a wild scene it was. In two or three tall cressets fires
were flaming and flickering in the wind; on the ground
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